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Welcome Back! 

Is it just me or did the summer just vanish?  Don’t know how you 
measure your year, but for me the calendar has always begun in 
September and ended in May. The summers were for rejuvenating the 
body, mind and spirit. Hope you have been able to do just that and now 
you are beginning to gear up for the start of a new year. I am looking 
forward to a great one.  
 
Besides our community service projects, there are two meetings that I 
would ask you to come to this fall.  One is the recognition of retired 
teachers by the mayor and city council on September 18th and the other 
is recognition by the Forsyth County Board of Education on October 16th.  
Details as to time and location are listed in the next section. 
 
This year our state mission is to Share the Light.  FCREA will reflect this 
theme as we provide each member with opportunities for enjoying the 
benefits of fellowship and support of colleagues.  Throughout the year, we 
will announce various groups that are in need of a helping hand.  I strongly encourage you to support FCREA in our various activities 
and to Share the Light by becoming engaged in the numerous worthy organizations that need our individual and collective support. 
 
Looking forward to seeing all of you on Friday, October 5th. 
Mary Stark, FCREA President 

Share the Light 

As we start this new year, we are going to step out of our 
comfort zone and try a new approach.  We have made several 
changes which include: the format of the program, the location 
of the meetings, the length of the meetings and the food. 
 
This year, the guest speaker will follow the business portion of 
the meeting.  Mary will call for committee chairs to report any 
new information which was not mentioned in our newsletter.  
Therefore, it will be very important for you to utilize the 
newsletter as your key source of information about the work of 
our various committees.  This will allow you to ask clarifying 
questions during the business portion of our meetings.   
 

Please note that the minutes are attached in the new state 
approved format that indicates what actions are to be taken 
and individuals who are responsible.  It is our intention to have 
the program last only until noon. 
 
Our social time will begin at 10:30 A.M.  Donuts and coffee will 
be provided.  This year, there will only be two luncheons, one 
in December and the other in May.  These changes are in 
response to requests for shorter meetings and to provide 
latitude for various groups to go out to lunch if they so desire.  
We recognize that these changes will be a departure from our 
norm, but we hope these changes will be accepted and 
welcomed by you. 

Recognition of Members 

This year, as a part of our Share the Light endeavor we will be recognizing individual efforts of our members.  At each meeting, we will 
honoring the service of these members to FCREA and the community by presenting the recipients with a pin entitled, “Leading by 
Example.”  We are asking each member to fill out the attached information form.  This information will provide valuable information to 

Figure 1 Linda Lang, Elizabeth Nix, Mary Stark, 
Allen Money, Kathy Vail, Brenda Gossett and 
Amanda Wilson enjoyed learning about our new 
mission at the district meeting in Gainesville. 



our Community Service Committee and provide us with information about you which we can use on the Forsyth County Schools 
website. 
 
Jennifer Caracciolo, Director of Public Information and Communications, and Hannah Samples, Communications Facilitator, have 
been very supportive of our efforts to publicize the efforts of FCREA.  I am proud to announce that FCREA will be featured on the 
Forsyth County Schools website as a Partner in Education and that our newsletter, as well as, leadership awards will be published 
there as well.  Additionally, our Publicity Committee has our Facebook page up and running. 

Meeting Dates, Programs and Location 

September 18, 2018 Signing of Proclamation for Retired Educators’ Day  
by Mayor Troy Brumbalow 
at 6:00 P.M. 

Cumming City Hall 
(Third Floor) 
100 East Main Street, Cumming 

October 5, 2018 Lee St. John, 
Author, Newspaper Columnist, Humorist  

Academy for Creative Learning 
1130 Dahlonega Highway, Cumming 

October 16th, 2018 Recognition by the Board of Education 
at 6:00 P.M. 

Forsyth County Board of Education 
Board Room 
1120 Dahlonega Highway, Cumming 

November 2, 2018 Mickey Wendel,  
GREA State President 

Forsyth County Schools,  
Betty Benson Room (Room 380) 
1120 Dahlonega Highway, Cumming 

December 7, 2018 South Forsyth High School Chorus and Luncheon 
by South Forsyth Culinary at South Forsyth High 
School 

South Forsyth High School Culinary Restaurant 
585 Peachtree Parkway, Cumming 

February 1, 2019 Glenda Cole, 
Guest Speaker from Children’s Healthcare 

Forsyth County Schools, 
Betty Benson Room (Room 380) 
1120 Dahlonega Highway, Cumming 

March 1, 2019 Recognition of Teacher of the Year Finalists and 
Teaching as a Profession Students 
Followed by Tour of Alliance Academy 

Alliance Academy for Innovation of Cumming 
(cafeteria)  
1100 Lanier 400 Parkway, Cumming 

May 4, 2019 Chris Gomez, Coordinator of Forsyth County 
Juvenile Court Bell-Forsyth Judicial Circuit 

Forsyth County Schools, 
Betty Benson Room (Room 380) 
1120 Dahlonega Highway, Cumming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Paula Gault, who will be inducted into the FCAA Hall of Fame on October 11th and Byron Orr, who will be inducted 
into the NFHS Athletic Hall of Fame on October 5th when NFHS celebrates its 25th anniversary. Paula joins Yatesy Harvey and  
Gloria Poss in this prestigious recognition. 

 



Our Guest Speaker 

We decided to begin our year with a twist.  Our first guest 
will be Lee St. James.  Brenda and I met her at the state 
convention and immediately asked her to be our first 
guest.  Lee is an author and humorist known for her 
southern charm.  She writes columns for The Newnan 
Times-Herald and the Fayette News.  As a popular 
standup comedienne and lecturer, she rats out family, 
friends, coworkers and even celebrities.  She has plenty of 
interesting stories to tell about her classroom as do all of 
us!  Come early and meet Lee and purchase one of her  
She’s a Keeper! Memoirs. 
 

Hope we will have a great crowd to welcome Lee and to learn about all the exciting 
events that have been planned for you! 

Kathy Vail, Vice President  

Committee Reports 

VOLUNTEER SERVICE RECORDS 
 

It is always an important goal for retired educators to continue service to our community.  It is also important for us to recognize our 
members for contributions to enriching the lives of those around us.  GREA (Georgia Retired Educators Association) encourages each 
local unit to record and report all volunteer hours of its members.   
 
Beginning this year, the process is much easier.  All you will be required to do is record your volunteer service activities completed from 
February 2018—March 2019 on the Volunteer Service Record.  All that is needed is the date and activity—no more counting hours!!!  
At the end of February, these forms will need to be submitted to me.  I will then record a summary for our unit to GREA as part of our 
application for annual GREA awards at the convention.   
 
I will have copies of the Volunteer Service Record forms at each of our meetings this year.  Please get a copy to record your volunteer 
hours.  If you cannot make it to the meetings, I will be glad to send you a copy.   
 
Thank you for continuing to serve our community in retirement, and thank you for taking the time to record your activities for FCREA.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 2 James Smith, Buddy Childs and 
Jackie West take a break before proceeding to 
Community Food Bank. 

Figure 3  One of our favorite events is honoring 
new retirees at our annual reception. 



SCHOOLHOUSE VOLUNTEERS 
 
Welcome back to FCREA!  What a wonderful year has been 
planned for our members and this includes opportunities for 
our members to volunteer in our community.  FCREA has 
again been asked to provide 
volunteers to man the Old 
Schoolhouse during the annual 
Cumming Fair.  Our primary task in 
the Schoolhouse include meeting 
and greeting visitors, especially the 
children.  We will again be providing 
coloring books, pencils, etc. for the 
students who come through the 
building.  Our community service 
committee will clean and organize 
the building, so volunteers will just 
need to show up for the assigned 
time slot.   
 
The Cumming Fair is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 4th through 
Sunday, October 14th.  As in the 
past, we plan to have volunteers in 
the Schoolhouse from  
6:00-9:00 P.M. on Mondays through 
Fridays. On Saturdays, we will 
schedule three shifts: 1:00, 4:00, and 7:00 P.M.  

On Sundays, we plan to have one shift from 2:00-5:00 P.M.  I 
prefer having two volunteers per shift, for safety and 
fellowship! 

Vendor passes for free admission will be 
provided for our volunteers, and free parking is 
provided in the Vendor Parking lot located right 
behind the Fairgrounds.   
 
Since the Fair begins before our first FCREA 
meeting on October 5th, I (and another 
volunteer) will cover the first night on October 
4th.  I would like to go ahead and begin work 
on filling slots for our volunteers from October 
5-14th.  So find you a partner, decide what 
date works for both of you, and contact me via 
email as soon as possible to sign up.  I will also 
bring the sign-up sheet to our meeting for those 
who haven’t signed up in advance.  This is a 
fun project and is greatly appreciated by the 
community.   
 
Please let me know what time slot you want, 
and I’ll try to meet your request as much as 
possible.  Thank you for your willingness to 
serve in this fun project!   

 

FCREA COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS/COMMITTEE 

Thank you to the following FCREA members who will be serving on the Community Service Committee this year: Nancy Clackum, 
Judi Jenkins, Lynn Kimberlin, Mary Myers, and Linda Whittle.   
 
Projects planned so far this year include:   
 

 
October 4-14, 2018 

 
Schoolhouse at the Fair 

November 2, 2018 Food Donations for the Pantry at the Place 
December 7, 2018 Santa’s Helpers – Toys and Books  
February 1, 2019 Feed Forsyth Children 
March 23, 2019 Senior Expo 
May 9, 2019 Reception for Retiring Educators 
 
We look forward to another great year of serving others in our community. 
 
Linda Lang 
Community Service Committee Chair 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4  One of the perks of volunteering to 
serve at the Schoolhouse is the lovely view! 



PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
 

The Publicity Committee would appreciate your help in publicizing all of the wonderful 
work that you do in the community by sending us announcements or articles of your 
community service work. Don’t forget to send pictures of you in action!  We want to make 
sure that the community is aware of all the work you continue to do as retired educators. 
 

Amanda Wilson, Jennie Hendley and Nancy Clackum, Publicity Chairs 

BOOK CLUB 

Our state President, Mickey Wendel, is from Brunswick.  
Mickey wants to encourage members of GREA to learn 
more about the Georgia coastline by reading Eugenia 
Price’s St. Simons trilogy.  If you are interested in joining 
our FCREA book club, then sign up with Susan Bowen.  
Dates and meeting places will be announced once we 
have an idea of how many are interested in participating. 

SPOTLIGHT ADS 

An award is presented to each local unit which sells at least ten spotlight ads.  Honoring 
local retired educators by purchasing a Spotlight Ad is truly commendable and very much 
appreciated.  By purchasing a spotlight ad, a business’s information will be placed on the 
GREA website which not only supports the GREA membership, but also helps FCREA 
sponsor our scholarships for future educators. 
 
Spotlight ads cost $50 and may generate great interest in the company for which it 
advertises.  This website is available to over 29,000 members and the general public 
throughout the state.  There are two kinds of ads: business ads and personal ads. 
Checks should be made payable to FCREA.  One half of this amount will then be mailed 
by our treasurer, Beverly Flournoy, to the GREA State Office and the remainder 
retained by us.   
 
Please do your part by soliciting support from the stores or offices you routinely visit.  
You may also honor a loved one, former colleague, school etc. 
 

Brenda Gossett, Spotlight Committee Chair

 
HOSPITALITY 

 
We are making some changes that we hope will better facilitate meetings and encourage 
fellowship among members.  Members will no longer be asked to bring food.  Instead the 
Hospitality Committee will provide donuts and coffee at all of our meetings with the 
exception of our two catered meetings.  
 
We are very excited that our December meeting will be hosted by South Forsyth Culinary 
Arts’ students with the meal being served at South Forsyth High School.  It will feature 
turkey and dressing, gravy, green beans, sweet potato soufflé, rolls, banana pudding and 
tea.  The cost is $10 per person and can be paid at our first meeting in October.  Money 
must be paid no later than our November meeting or by November 15th by mail.  If paying 
by check, please make out the check to FCREA. 
 

Nan Meadows and Carolyn Carroll, Hospitality Chairs 

 
 

Suzanne Alford 
Tony Allen 
Jerry Bryson 
Alina Carpenter 
Nancy Clackham 
Clara Mae Cox 
Johanne Daigh 
Maudine DeLong 
Gail Frederick 
Marie Groover 
Regina Groover 
Cindy Hansard 
Patty Hicks 
Eleanor Hutto 
Jerry Hogan 
Judi Jenkins 
Linda Lang 
Clara McNeal 
Byron Orr 
Elizabeth Nix 
Kayleen Pollard 
Becky Roper 
Mary Schmidt 
Delores Shadburn 
Carla Sisk 
Susan Steffey 
Shirley True 
Jean Tribble 
Kathy Vail 
Margaret Valley 
Diane West 
Virginia Williams 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
OUR FALL 

BIRTHDAYS! 



SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 

The Sunshine Committee sends e-cards to members to wish them a happy birthday. For those members who do not have an email 
address, a card will be sent by mail.  

Please let either Barbara Morris (bwm351@gmail.com) or Joyce Frederick (tomfatl@aol.com) know about any member's illness, 
surgery, or tragedy so that we may send a card. 

Joyce Frederick and Barbara Morris, Chairs 
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